Chicxulub Scientific Drilling Program (CSDP) Sample distribution policy

1. Introduction

The International Continental Scientific Drilling Program (ICDP) (http://icdp.gfz-potsdam.de/) is a multinational program to further and fund Geosciences in the field of Continental Scientific Drilling.

The Chicxulub Scientific Drilling Program CSDP,  initiated by a drilling proposal submitted to ICDP in 1995, has been approved by ICDP in April 2001. Drilling at the Yaxcopoil-1 site, 30 km south of Merida, Mexico, was commenced on december 9, 2001, and was finished on Februari 23, 2002 at a depth of 1510 m. 

The geoscientific community has, through an announcement in EOS on January 2001, been invited to participate in the CSDP program, by submitting a proposal to join the project. These proposals would be subject to review by the PI's of the CSDP project in a meeting in Potsdam, Germany on February 28, 2001. As of today, we have received 46 proposals, of which 35 were approved in Potsdam. Other proposals  were added later, and will be reviewed at a meeting of the CSDP PI's during the Lunar and Planetary Science Conference in Houston, March 13, 2002.

The entire outer circumference of the Yaxcopoil-1 cores was scanned and digital pictures of the cores in the core boxes were taken on-site. Both kind of images are placed on the CSDP website, where they can be accessed by all the CSDP Science Team members who have received a login/password. These cores will be split in half lengthwise, and in principle one half will be available for sampling, the other half will be kept intact for further (geophysical and other) investigations until further notice.

Everyone who obtains samples from the Yaxcopoil-1 hole incurs obligations to CSDP as defined in this policy. 

These obligations are fulfilled by conducting research and publishing the results, and by providing ICDP with all associated data. If the procedures outlined in this policy are not met, recipients will be restricted from obtaining future samples

2 Sample Distribution

CSDP samples are generally granted for research projects that can be completed within three to four years. Samples are given or loaned to scientists who wish to conduct research on CSDP materials and to publish the results.

Within the “moratorium” of the yaxcopoil-1 hole, which extends from the completion of the Yaxcopoil-1 hole to 12 months thereafter, only members of the Science Team are permitted to receive core samples and associated data. Sample requests from scientists not formally associated with the Science Team will be considered after the moratorium has expired, unless otherwise decided by the PI team

3 Publication 

To fulfill their obligations to ICDP and CSDP, scientists are requested to publish their

results in the CSDP  Initial reports (provisional title ) volume, and afterwards in any appropriate peer reviewed scientific journal or book that publishes in English. 

All participants should acknowledge ICDP in all publications that result from the data collected from CSDP samples.

4 Curatorial Responsibilities

The responsibility and authority for making decisions regarding the distribution of CSDP

samples, as per this policy, lies with the PI's team, after having aquired the advise of the Science Team leaders. UNAM is responsible for curation of, and access to the samples.

5. Requests for Samples

Science Team members should submit a sample request form to the CSDP PI team (i.e. to jan smit at smit@geo.vu.nl, and Jaime Urrutia Fucugauchi at juf@tonatiuh.igeofcu.unam.mx) after completion of the Yaxcopoil-1 hole, preferably before the PI meeting on March 13, 2002,  but before the first sampling party, set provisionally at 26-29 of april, specifying as best as possible the metre level and amount requested for each sample. Additions can be made anytime later (sample forms can be found on: http://www.geo.vu.nl/~smit/csdp/csdp_sample_request_form.htm)
This will hopefully provide sufficient lead time for your planning. 

The CSDP PI's will review the sample requests in consultation with the Science Team leaders, and approval will be based on compatibility with the Sampling Strategy. Sample requests are approved if a majority of the PI's endorses the requests. In cases where a sample request is considered incompatible, the PI's may: (1) recommend modifications to the request, (2) modify the Sampling Strategy, or (3) reject the request if the other options are inappropriate. In the event of an evenly divided vote, the PI's will make a decision. If he or she wishes, the sample requester may choose to appeal any decision to the PI's and Science Team leaders. If a conflict arises over the allocation of samples, earlier approved requests have priority over later submitted proposals/requests.

Samples will not be shipped to the Science Team members. Samples will be taken at one or more sampling parties, or at other times after consultation of the UNAM curation team. To not unduly burden UNAM curators we recommend Science Team members to take their samples at prearranged sampling parties, (dates will be set later). It is the responsibility of the Science Team members to arrange travel to and lodging in Mexico City.  CSDP has no funds to support costs for travel and lodging.

Data from the Yaxcopoil-1 and UNAM 1-7 drillholes are available on the ICDP

Web site at http://icdp.gfz-potsdam.de/html/sites/chicxulub/news/index.html
1) Click on: Summarizing Project Reports
2) Click on: Core Box Report
3) Select  either:

3a) data in ascii format for easy printing or:

3b) pull down in the "Choose a drillhole": Yax-1 and click GO,

and you will get an overview of all the core-boxes. By clicking on the appropriate box, you can access the detailed core scans, and depth-in-hole data, and core piece labels.

6 Requester Responsibilities

6a. Sample Request Procedures

The Science Team members are each required to submit a sample request form using the provided (spreadsheet) template (template attached) 

(the template spreadsheet can also be downloaded at the CSDP website or at http://www.geo.vu.nl/~smit/csdp_icdp/ICDP_CSDP.html)

Failure to do so before the sampling party date may result in loss of priorities at the sampling parties.

Also for later sample requests, requesters are obliged to fill in the sample form, before sample requests can be approved

This sample sheet should contain information about every sample requested, e.g. depth level, as provided on the CSDP website, and volume of sample requested, in cc., as indicated on the template

Additional rows of cells can be added if necessary.

Requesters are required to return the non-used portions of their samples after completion of their CSDP research to the core repository at UNAM

The Sampling Strategy will meet the specific objectives of CSDP. The Sampling Strategy will define the minimum permanent archive and any supplements to it that the PI team deems necessary. The Sampling Strategy will also become the basis of the sampling party and post-moratorium “sampling plans.”

A successful Strategy will:

(1) define the amount of core material available to the scientific party for sampling by deciding if (and when) more than a minimum permanent archive is needed;

(2) anticipate and possibly define limits on the volume and frequency of shipboard sampling for routine analyses, pilot studies, and low-resolution studies;

(3) estimate the sampling volume and frequency that is needed to meet the objectives of the leg, as per scientific subdiscipline and request type;

(4) anticipate the recovery of critical intervals and develop a protocol for sampling and/or preserving them;

(5) propose where and when sampling will occur at the CSDP core repositories on the campus of UNAM, Mexico d.f.

(6) determine special sampling methods and needs (e.g., Pressure Core Sampler, microbiology, whole rounds);

(7) consider any special core storage or shipping needs (e.g., plastic wrap, freezing sections); and

(8) identify disciplines/personnel needed for further sampling.

Beginning 12 months after a Yaxcopoil-1 drillhole has ended, samples will be provided to any scientist who has the resources to complete a scientific investigation, subject to approval of the CSDP Science Team PI's, and availability of the requested core.

